HEREDITY. An introduction to Genetics by A. M. Winchester, M.A., Ph.D. (Pp. ix+269, Illustrated. 18s). London: Harrap, 1965. IThs is a well prepared and well designed primer on genetics intended for students in the various disciplines where such a knowledge is now required. It does not assume a prior knowledge of general biology and the second chapter is a very clear presentation of the historical development of genetic knowledge. Within modest compass a large part of classical genetic theory and practice is clearly presented. The author is evidently an experienced teacher and both by the text and by well designed diagrams leads the student carefully to an understanding of many difficult aspects of genetics. Questions and answers after the early chapters should prompt the student to read the text closely. The author claims that the medical student who must often undertake a study of medical applications of genetics without previous training will find it a valuable reference, but it is really a book to study as whole, and the medical reader unfamiliar with genetics will not find it useful for casual reference. Indeed, he must appreciate that it covers general biology, and, despite such useful chapters as that on the blood groups, is concerned with general biological applications.
Ihe American edition of the book was evidently published in 1961 and there is no useful presentation of modern cytogenetics or the modern direct study of chromosomes. For a basic study of the older and more established part of general genetics this is a reliable text. References are limited to a list of student text books.
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